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PRECIPITATION

As has been the case during most of the months of the
present year to date, precipitation was widely deficient
and particularly so over the interior, eastern and most
southern districts, where a general lack of rain has per-
gisted for several months, and conditions approaching
severe drought were existing in many localities, particu-
larly in the Southeastern States, where locally it was the
driest May of record.

On the other hand, the rainfall was generous for the
season in Arizona, New Mexico, and generally over
Colorado, Utah, and Wyoming, where the warm season
rainfall began unusually early. There were also some
decidedly heavy falls locally in southern Louisiana,
eastern Texas, near the Black Hills region of South
Dakota, and in the far Northwest.

SNOWFALL

Light snow fell in northern New England on the 8th
and 9th, the depths reaching as much as 2 inches locally
in Maine. There was also snow over the upper Michigan
peninsula and adjacent areas of Wisconsin, amounting
to as much as 5 inches in extreme northern portions.
Elsewhere there was little or no snow save in the western
mountains. In Colorado snow was fairly heavy in the
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higher mountains, reaching a depth of 30 inches locally,
and there were depths up to a foot or more at points in
California. Otherwise the snowfall in the mountains
was mainly light.

ICE IN THE GREAT LAKES

Owing to the continued cool weather over the Lake
region the ice melted slowly, and due to westerly winds
accumulated, as stated in Xpril, to an unusual extent in
the eastern end of Lake Erie. At Buffalo, N. Y., the
conditions attending the opening of navigation were the
worst ever known, and it was not until May 9 that navi-
gation was finally opened, and this was accomplished
only after laborious efforts on the part of the big steel
fﬁre]i hters in breaking their way through the heavy ice

elds. :

RELATIVE HUMIDITY

The percentages of relative humidity were almost
universally less than normslly shown for May, only
scattering stations reporting values above normal.

The deficiencies were particularly large over the east-
ern half of the country and moderately so over most
western districts, though there was a moderate excess
over portions of the far Southwest where rainy weather
prevailed to a considerable extent.

SEVERE LOCAL HAIL AND WIND STORMS, MAY, 1926

The table berewith contains such data as have been received concerning severe local storms that occurred during
the month. A more complete statement will appear in the Annual Report of the Chief of Bureau.

‘Width of | Loss | Value of
Place Date Time path, of é)roperty Character of storm Remarks Authority
yards! | life |destroyed
Beaver City, Nebr. 1 880 oo $760 | Hall ... Damage principally to early gardens.._______._. Official, U. 8. Weather Bu.
resu.
Howard County, Nebr. 1| 430p.m.. dmi. ... 500 |..... L s T, Many early gardens ruined; windows broken. Do.
(northwest part of). Path 2 iles.
Alvs, Okla., and vicinity...._ 2 |aedOena—oo 8mi, | .. Heavy hail__._____ Sevz;i-e %amage to growing crops over path 16 Do.
miles long.
Custer %ounty, Okla. (west 2|7p.m...__ 2,640 |_.._. 15,400 |_.... do_____ea._. Crops injured ... ... Do.
part of).
Miitlwaukee' 'Wis., and vicin- 2| Pime oo eaee] 1,000 { Thundersquall.__. Plt}te g(liass wingows broken; signs, awnings and Do.
Y. etc., damaged.
Minnehaha District, Clarke 4|10:308. m. 50 [--o--- 3,000 | Tornadic wind.__.} A pumber of small buildings razed, others Do.
County, Wash. gagﬁget}. Many froit trees injured. Path
es long.
Bend, Callf. . el 4|530p.m.. 2, 640 8,000 | Wind______._._.__ Young turkeys and chickens killed; other Do.
property damage.
Red tBh}.ﬂ, Calif. (north and IRt o TG ¢ « OO (RGN AORES EP N, Hall . Ab;)ut 800 sheep lost due to exposure from Do.
east of). storm.
Autelope Valley, Tebama 4| 715p. m__ 5 mi. 10,000 | Hail and rain. .. _. Cr%ps beaten, roads washed, 1,100 sheep drown- Do.
County, Calif. ed; damage to fruit not estimated.
Miami, Fa. (DOAT) - —vearaceas] [0 -« WU (RSO MU MR s [0 S Several small buildings under construction Do.
blown down.
Grady Co;mty, Okla. (south- 6 |...do__..._. 4mi. |...._. 4,000 | Hail ________.._.__ Crops injured._ .- . oo Do.
east part of).
San Juan, P. R. (viclnity of).. 6(819p.m.__|........ 1 Thunderstorm | Many paper-covered roofs damaged; trees and Do.
and heavy hall. shrubs stripped, some broken or uprooted; &
msan killed‘gf live wire.
Elgin, Tex. o cemcmcerceeae TlAm...o_ 3,520 5,000 | Hafl. ____._._____. Crops and buildings damaged. Path 2 miles Do.
ong.
Taylor, Tex. . .oceeoecaeeme- A PR s T 5 mi 30,000 |-..-- dooo e Crops severely injured.._ ..o .. __...... Do.
Okmulgee, Okla. (3 miles 7{130p.m__ 880 |.._... 100,000 | Tornado_ ... Considerable property damage; slight injury to Do.
north of). crops; 23 persons ipjured.
Sutter County, Calif______.__ 71230p.m.. dmi. |.o._. 250,000 | Hail ___.__._____._ Extensive damage to peaches. ..o ... Do.
Boko:ﬁe, f)Okla. (2} gmiles 7 3 Crt{)}} damage about $16,000; property consider- Do.
north of). able.
Shreveport, La. (25-50 miles 7-8 Cotton and corn considerably damaged necessi- Do.
south of). . tating some replanting.
Boynton, Okla. (6 miles 8 Some property damaged in oil fleld...______._._. Do.
northeast of).
Citx_narronland Texas Coun- 8 Crops damaged _.__._____.____ Do.
ies, a.
Clarence, La, (near)..... ..... 8 Young crops severely injured Do.
Remus, Okla_ .o oo oo 8 | Character of damage not reported_._.._____._.__ Do.
Garvin County, Okla. (south- 8 Crop loss heavy; other damage about $25,000_._. Do.
central part of).
Meade to Pratt County, Kans| 8 Damage chiefly to wheat over path 85 miles long. Do.
Dallas, Tex., and vicinity.... 8 Public utilities companies sutfer heavy losses; Do,
much ;:lamage to crops, buildings, and other
. property. .
Strong City to Cottorn Wood 8|7p.m.... 58mi. |-..... 3,000 {---- [+ 1< T Path short; damage principally to window glass Do.
Fallg, Kans, and automobile tons,

1 Mi.” signifies miles inatead of yards.
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New Merxico (parts of east
half).

. Width of | Loss | Value of
Place Date Time path, of | property | Character of storm Remarks Authority
yards life |destroyed
g
Brownville, Nebr_..._..._.__ 8(1lp.m.... 3,520 [...._. 15,000 | Severe hail_____... Crops damaged over an area about 2 miles | Officlal, U. 8. Weather Bu-
- square. reau.

Horatio, Ark 9 Heavy hail Serious crop damage._ ... oo oo Do.
Piggott, Ark 911030a.m.; 3mi.[....... 5000 ___. do Crops injured; chickens killed__.__._______ - Do.
8cotland, Ark..____._.__. JR 9 _..-.do Gardens and cotton will have to be replanted._. Do.
Charleston, Mo. (10 miles 9 Hail and thunder- | Property and crop damage. . ..o oo_on.ot Do.

southwest of). storm.
Kaufman, Tex. ...____.____.__ 9 Heavy hail_...___. Crop loss heavy; about $15,000 damage to prop- Do.

erty.

Ballard, Carlisle, and Mec- ] Heavy hail and | Considerable property damage. ..o ocecen-- Do.

Cracken Counties, Ky. wind.

(parts of). X
New Castle (near) to Bir- L U (R M 10,000 | Severe hail_______. Buildings damaged. ... oo mamas Do.

mingham (near), Ala.
Western Tennessee.._._._.___ L 2 S (S R 100,000 | Severe hail and | Bulldings damaged; trees uprooted; strawberry Do.

wind. and tomato as well as other crops severely in-
jured.

Bulcher, Tex. (near) .. .._.... 10 Tornado._ ... ... Qil derrick wrecked; 1 person injured._.____..._. Do.
Terre Haute, Ind._.___________ 10 Thunderstorm. ...| Residence wrecked; telephones out of order... Do.
Love Cou€t¥') Okla. (west- 10 Heavy hail_______. Crops injured; minor property damage Do.

ern part of.

* Central, 8, C 10 Moderate hail____. Damage on about 6,000 aCres . ..o ccoeeooo__. Do.
Camden, Ark . 10|1p.mo oo} 1L,000 | do .| Orchards injured. . ________ ..o ... Do.
Chtra)stnut, La. (3 miles west 10 Tornado Seven ho]mes demolished; 11 persons injured, 3 | Shreveport Journal (La.).

of). seriously.
Qeorgia (central and north- 10 | T e Wind. ..o Telephone and telegraph poles prostrated; shade | Officlal, U, 8. Weather Bu-
ern parts). and fruit trees blown down; small buildings resu.
and autos damaged.
Lincoln, III. (6 miles east of) ... 4 SR PR S 5, Thunder storm...... Barn and contents burned; residence damaged.. Do.
Qrayson, Fanin, Lamar, 10 4|l 1,713,000 | Heavy hail_____.___ Heavy crop and property damage; some damage Do.
Delta, Denton, and Smith by wind in Smith County; storms generslly
Counties, Tex, occurred in the morning and ranged from 3 to
10 miles wide to 30 miles long.
Montgomery and Albany, | 10-11 {._. 1,000 | Thunderstorm....| Character of damage not reported ..« Do.
B.
Judgom’a, Ark, (8 miles north 11 | 2:30 p.m.. 3,520 |...___ 75,000 | Heavy hail_____._. Damage conflned principally to strawberry crop..| Do.
of).
Eveping Shade, Ark_________ 1lj4p.m ____ 880-1,760 | ... 1,000 |.___. A0 QGardens, corn, and cotton injured...._ Do.
Gre::t County, Okla. (west 11 | 4-6p.m___| 1-dmi. |oo . |ocooafaaoes [ e M Heavy crop loss; path 20 miles long Do.
part of).
Nida, Okla. (northwest of)_._ 1nN{Pm______ 1,760 |.____. 35,000 |.__.. 01 Chief damage t0 Crops. .o cceeccccamomccacene- Do.
Aymnor, 8. C. (near) ......._.__ 11 |- doo || 1,000 | Small tornado...-. Farm b&ﬂldlngs damaged; some forest trees up- Do.
rooted.
Maury-Hickman county line, 11 | do.. . et Thunderstorm | Several large trees uprooted; a porch wrecked Do.
enn. . and hail, and a silo blown down.
Roane and Loudon Counties, b & U P 34 mi. ... __ 150,000 | Severe hail______._ Extensive dama%e to peach orchards; straw- Do.
Tenn. berry patch valued at $8,000 more or less a
- total loss; other crops injured.
Chesterfleld, S. C. (near)_____| 11-12 | ... 6mi. {_..___ 50,000 |._._. Ao Young crops on about 6,000 acres damaged ... Do.
But];::t Cgl;nty, Kans. (north 13 | 2:30 p.m-. 100 |._____ 500 | Tornado._ ....._.._ Storm over sparsely settled rural section.._.._... Do.
part of.
Barber %ounty, Kans. (south 15 | 6p.m___._ 440 |_____. 8,000 |____. do. oo Character of damage not reported.___._____._.__. Do.
part of).
Grubbs, Ark__ ... 17 | 6a.m.___. 2,640 | .. ____ 2, Heavy hail and | Corn and cotton beaten to ground; barn blown Do.
wind. down, killing a borse.
8wttstBluf£ (fl‘-)ounty, Nebr. 17 | 12:30-1 p. 3,520 )_.____ 3,500 | Heavy hail .______ Alfalfa suffered considerably ... . coacocmmamenen Do.
west part of). m.
Br(mkman, Okla_ 17| 1p. 3,520 { _____ 10, 000 Damage chiefly to crops over path 4 miles long. .. Do.
Wauneta, Nebr_________..__ 17 | 4: 170 | __ 2, 060 Roof of church moved; bus loaded with children Do.
turned over; no one injured. .
Beeville, Tex.._____.._.______ 17 | 5p.m.____ 2,640 | _____ 10,000 | Hail____.___._._ ... Crops and windows damaged; path 8 miles long.. Do.
Saggamt(;n Iz?lnd Christian 18 {3p. m ___|a. ... 1 3,000 | Wind..._____..... Some property damage; three persons injured. .. Do.
ounties, Tll.
Harvey, I .. ______. 18| 6p.m._.__ 50-100 |______f.__._.._. Small tornado..... Two residences and a number of small buildings Do.
demolished, many roofs damaged; scores of
trees shattered or uprooted; automobiles
crushed; telephone and power line poles
laveled over path 2 miles long.
Roger Mills County, Okla. 18 TP | Hail_________.._._. Considerable crop damage -« - co-coccomeumaane Do.
(south part of). i i
Evansville, Ind. ._....._____ Wind..__..__..._. Minor damage to trees, insecure signs, awnings, Do.
ete.; green fruit blown off.
Lexington, Ky. (near)__.__.__ Heavy hail________ Damage over path 6 miles long.. ... __...__.. Do.
Maumee Valley, Ohio__._____ Wind______.._._.. Damage chiefly to farm buildings, silos, éte._.._. Do.
Piqua, Ohio (near)_ ... ... Tornndic wind.___.| Property damage reported; also loss of 5 head of Do.
cattle by lightning.
Sparta, 1. (5 miles west of)__ - T IR I 3,000 | Thunderstorm.._.| Barn struck by lightning_____ <o Do.
Wells County, Ind.__________ 18| P.m._____ 8 mi. 1 20,000 | Wind, rain, and | General damage resulted .. ..o —ecooooooo- Do.
Taylor, Knox, Haskell, and Crops, buildings, gardens, and trees damaged... Do.
Clay Counties, Tex.
Bluffton, Lafayette and Considerable damage reported. - .- cooaoe Do.
Maugy Counties, Ind. . .
Argo, Il1. (2 miles west of)_._. _| Plane erashed, killing alr-mail flyer___......._. Do.
Youngstown, Ohio_..._______ Windows damaged; early gardens injured. ..____ Do.
Washington County, Md. Crops and fruit severely injured; gardens ruined; Do.
(east-central part of). roofs damaged; auto tops pierced.
Plainview, Tex__ ____..___.__ Crops and buildings damaged Do.
New Castle County, Del. Crops, greenhouses, auto tops, and roofs dam- Do.
(north part of). aged.
Lafayette, Ind. (north of).._. Character of damage not reported.--. Do.
QGretna, Nebr. - . ......___.. Fruit and gardens injured - Do.
Sprlngﬁeld, Nebr. oo Gardens ruined and many fruit tre Do.
corn flooded.
Fort Sumner, N. Mex.__...._ Extent of damage not reported.. - —-._......._... Do.
Buchanan, Cerro Gordo, Damage principaily by wind; only minor de- Do.
Floyd, Iowa, Bremer, Jack- struction by hail. Paths of storms ranged Do.
son, Mitchell, Polk, and from 2 to 4 miles wide to 7 rniles long.
Worth Counties, Lowa. .
Warren Township, Lucas 26 | 6p. m..... 6 mi. [-o.... 1,000 | Wind...__.....___ Buildings damaged; path 6 miles.....__._....... Do.
County, Lowa. .
Wright Township, Wayne 26 [._.do-_____|-..do____| ..... 1,000 | Hail and wind____}..___ s Lo YO Do.
County, Iowa. |
Plainview, N, Mex___.___.._ 26 | me o[]S ¢ .. Wind_ ... Much damage, character of which was not re- Do.
ported.
b T P P, )3 1 D, Extent of damage not reported...—. . __...... Do.
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Raymond, Noebr_ - -.ocoo.... 27 |36 P Mmoo e Hail and rain.___. Corn washed out; truck gardens and straw- | Officlal, U. 8. Weather Bu-
berries damaged by hail. . reanl.
Newberry, 8. Comeoemoo 27 l NP Mmoo 18,000 | Thunderstorm. ...} Damage by lightning to cotton and cotton-mill Do.
equipment.
Rogers Mesa and Paonia, 28| 1p.m._... 300 f..._.. 15,000 | Heavy hail...___.. Cherries, apricots, and possibly apples dam- Do.
olo. aged.
Se(dgwégk goounty, Kans. 28 {9p.m.__._ 1,760 i..__.. 100,000 | Severe hail___.___. Growing wheat damaged, path 16 miles long. .. Do.
north part of).
Fort Stockton, Tex....._.__.. 20| 5p. m..._. 3,520 | ... 110,000 |.._.. do. ... Exaegflilve lx:vroperty and crop damage over path Do.
10 miles long.
Carroll County, IN...._______ 20 6P Mee || 22,830 | Hail ... . ________. Storm covered three distinet areas. Residences Do.
. and greenhouses damaged; cattle and hogs in-
X jured; crops beaten,
Keokuk, Iows and north of__ 2| Pom.o )| Hail and wind.._.| Wind damage in city to small light buildings; Do.
i damage to grapes by hail.
Paonia, Colo.-._.__.._..____. Injured cherries, apricots, and apples. Do

Menifee County, Ky__..__...
Sideview, Ky. (near).__. .

Store destroyed . . . . _____ - Do.
House wrecked..._

Alex and Bradley, Okla .| Chief damage to crops._.._.._____..___ - Do.
Do s Damage included in that of the 30th____________ Do.
Terre Haute, Ind. (near).___. Two persons, & horse, and a dog killed by light- Do.
ning.
Uniontown, Ark.._..__.____. 31| 6p.m | . ) O — Wind and electri- | Several small buildings destroyed_...........___ Do.
cal.
Jeflarson County, Okla. (cen- 31| 6-7p.m L% 1) PO AR (SR Heavy hail_____.__ Considerable damage; no estimate obtainable; Do.
tral part of). path 30 miles.
Dallas, Tex., and vicinity._.. 31| 9:20p.m__ |l . Thunderstorm. ...| Wires damaged by lightning; other property by Do.
wind; 2 persons injured.
Marion County, Ind..__..... Bl | 220 ... 50,000 | Tornadic wind....| Considerable property damage_....._.......___. Do.
Princetown, Ohio (near)..... ;3 I IR IR I R Hail. ... All crops over narrow strip injured. .........__.. Do.

t Includes damage at %le same places on the 31st.
s (73
S5 /-S%5r8ms AND WEATHER WARNINGS
WASHINGTON FORECAST DISTRICT

Storm warnings were issued in connection with only
two storms during the month. The first were displayed
from Nantucket,%\/[ass., to Eastport, Me., at 9:30 p. m.
of the 8th, because of a storm of considerable intensity
that advanced north-northeastward from the vicinity
of Bermuda to latitude 40° N. and then north-north-
westward to Nova Scotia and eastern Maine. The other
warnings were ordered from Atlantic City, N. J., to
Eastport, Me., in connection with a disturbance of mod-
erate intensity that advanced northeastward along the
coast during the 16th—-17th. Several stations reported
maximum wind velocities of from 34 to more than 40
m. p. h. from the northeast.

Small craft warnings were displayed on portions of the
east Gulf coast on the 6th and 11th, and on parts of the
Atlantic coast north of Cape Hatteras on the 3d and 23d.

Frost warnings, almost entirely for the area from Ken-
tucky eastward and northeastward, were issued on the
3d, 4th, 9th, 11th, 15th, 20th, 22d, 23d, 24th, and 26th.
No general frosts occurred over the areas for which frost
was forecast.—C. L. Mitchell.

CHICAGO FORECAST DISTRICT

Marked contrasts in temperature took place throughout
the forecast district during May, there being both warm
and cool periods. The temperature, on the whole,
averagéd above normal, exce}ii/slover eastern upper Michi-
gan and most of the lower Michigan peninsula. They
averaged considerably above the seasonal normal in the
Great Plains States, and the greatest excess was 7.8° in
eastern South Dakota. Record-breaking maxima were
registered at several stations on the Great Plains.

he rainfall throughout the district was below the
monthly normal, except in a few small areas, and the
deficiency in the Mississippi and lower Missouri valleys
was considerable.

The principal features of the weather were the high
temperature and the deficient precipitation in the western
portion of the district. There was naturally less storm
movement than usual. :

The month opened with a disturbance of moderate
intensity central over the Great Plains and a high pressure
area In the North Pacific region. These areas moved
eastward, so that by the morning of the 2d the disturbance
had reached the Upper Lakes and the high pressure the
Canadian Northwest. Storm warnings were ordered
on this morning for the Upper Lakes and small craft
warnings for the Lower Lakes; and frost warnings for the
Northwestern States and thence eastward across the
upper Mississi}l)lpi Valley. Frost warnings were issued
on the 3d for the Upper Lake region and adjoining sec-
tions. The storm warnings were only partly veriﬁeﬁ, but
frosts occurred as predicted.

On the morning of the 10th a Low of considerable in-
tensity, which had moved eastward from the Great
Plains, was centered in the Ohio Valley, with a cold
HIGE beyond the northern Rockies. Frost warnings
were issued from the 10th to the 14th for the North-
western States and eastward across the Upper Lake
Region and adjoining sections; and the ensuing frosts
were more or less general.

On the 18th general thunderstorms occurred over
middle districts, accompanying the passage of a depres-
sion apparently of moderate ener; In the afternoon
of that day a small tornado passed through Harvey, Ill.,
22 miles south of Chicago. There was no loss of life,
but damage to property amounted to about $200,000.
Showers and thunderstorms were predicted for the area
in which the tornado occurred.

On the 19th the above-mentioned depression had moved
northeastward to the Central Lakes Region and increased
considerably in energy. A high-pressure area accom-
panied by comparatively low temperature was central
over the Great Plains. Frost warnings were issued on
that day for the Upper Lakes Region and adjoining areas;
and frosts were reported generally from that area on the
following morning.

On the night of the 20th storm warnings were ordered
for all upper lakes stations, and on the morning of the
21st for the lower lakes, as a storm approached from the
west. Warnings were continued on the Lower Lakes
on the 22d, as the storm passed away very slowly down the
St. Lawrence Valley. e warnings were partly veri-
fied, chiefly on Lakes Michigan and Huron.



